
What’s My Story?  
I was a calculating tool for my owner’s business. 

Immigrants often bring elements of their former cultures to the United States, as 
this saunpan, or abacus, attests. Louisville businessman Charlie Woo Sang used 
this “calculator” in his laundry at 801 W. Walnut St., after coming to Louisville 
from the Canton province of China via Ashland, Kentucky. Sang was among the 
first Chinese immigrants to the city in the 1920s.  

Access this object (2013.13.1) and more than 100,000 others through the Kentucky Historical 
Society’s online object catalog and learn the stories of Kentucky. 

The Kentucky Historical Society (KHS) educates and engages the public through Kentucky’s history in order to confront the challenges of the future.  
KHS, an agency of the Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet, is fully accredited by the American Alliance of Museums and is a Smithsonian affiliate. 
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